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(54) image processing method and apparatus and recording medium 



(57) Disclosed is ah image processing method. 

According to the present invention, an image 
processing method comprises the steps of retaining on 
file a profile for an input device and a profile for an output 
target film, employing the profiles for the input device 



and for the output target film to prepare a color repro- 
duction table to facilitate the Input of Image data that is 
near that of the output target film, and correcting the 
colors of the input image data in accordance with the 
table that is prepared. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
5 Field of the Invention 

[0001] The present invention relates to an image processing method and apparatus, for correcting an Image, and to 
a recording medium 

10 Related Background Art 

[0002] Various, algorithms have been proposed for use in correcting the highlighting, shadow, contrast and white 
balance for an image recorded by a digital camera. 

[0003] However even when adjustments are made for highlighting, shadow, contrast and white balance^ the image 
IS quality provided by a digital camera that faithfully reproduces the color of an object is not as satisfactory as is the image 
quality provided by silver hahde photography 

[0004] This IS true bccauso with silver hallde film desired colors are reproduced. That is, so-called memory colors 
in particular, such as the colors ol skin the sky. and glass, are not always faithfully reproduced, but rather, color tones 
are shifted and colors arc rcpfoduccd n accordance with individual preferences. Such color tone shifting Is performed 
20 for images recorded us:ng silver hciiidc Iilm 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] It is, therefore a concern o* the pf esonl invention to provide a method whereby, to reproduce preferred colors, 
25 corrections arc made to an m.icjc recorded usng a specific input device so that the tones and colors of the Image 
more nearly correspond to those ihn! would bo produced using silver halide film. 

[0006] According to a lirst aspect of :ho prosonl inventbn, an image processing method comprises the steps of: 

holding a profile for an mput dovice and a profile for an output target film; 
30. preparing a table to approxir-wio h color reproducibility of an output target film as to a color reproducibility of input 

image data on the basis of the prolile for the input device and the profile for the output target film; and 
correcting the color of the nou\ image data by using the prepared table. 

[0007] According to a second aspect ol the present invention^ an image processing method comprises the steps of: 

35 

correcting a color of inpu image data by using a table prepared on the basis of a color reproducibility for input 
image data and a color reproducibility for an output target; and 

emphasizing an edge ol a highlighted portion of the image data obtained by color correction. 

40 [0008] Features and advantages other than those discussed above will become apparent to those skilled in the art 
during the course of the description ol the preferred embodiments of the invention that follows. In the description, 
reference is made to accompany ng drawings, which form a part thereof and which illustrate an example of the invention. 
Such a description, however is not an exhaustive recital of the various possible embodiments of the invention., and 
reference is therefore made to the claims that follow the description for a determination of the scope of the invention. 

45 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0009] 

50 Fig. 1 is a diagram illustrating the arrangement of an image correction apparatus according to a first embodiment 

of the present invention: 

Fig. 2 is a flowchart showing the processing according to the first embodiment of the present invention; 
Fig. 3 is a diagram showing data hold in a input device profile holding unit; 
Fig. 4 is a diagram showing data held in an output target film profile holding unit; 
55 Fig. 5 is a flowchart showing the processing performed by a lookup table preparing unit; 

Fig. 6 is a diagram showing an example lookup table held in a lookup table holding unit; 

Fig. 7 is a flowchart showing the processing performed by an image correcting unit according tothe first embodiment 
of the present invention; 
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Fig. 8 is a graph showing an example profile for an input device; 
Fig. 9 is a graph showing an example profile for an output film; 

Fig. 10 is a flowchart showing the processing performed by an output device selecting unit; 
Fig. 11 is a flowchart showing the processing performed by an edge emphasis processing unit; 
Fig. 12 is a diagram illustrating the arrangement of an image correcting apparatus according to a second embod- 
iment of the present invention; 

Fig. 1 3 is a flowchart showing the processing performed for the second embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 14 is a flowchart showing the processing performed by a histogram preparing unit; 

Fig. 1 5 is a graph showing an example histogram that has been prepared; 

Fig. 16 is a flowchart showing the processing perfomied by a lookup table preparing unit in Fig. 12; 

Figs. 17A and 17B are diagrams showing example lookup tables held in a lookup table holding unit in Fig. 12; 

Fig. 16 is a flowchart showing the processing performed by an image correcting unit according to the second 

embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 1 9 is a diagram illustrating the arrangement of an image correcting apparatus according to a third embodiment 

of the present invention; 

Fig. 20 is a flowchart showing the processing performed for the third embodiment of the present invention; 
Fig. 21 is a diagram showing image data and an image header stored in an image buffer; 
Fig. 22 is a flowchart showing the processing performed by a lookup table preparing unit when an input device is 
other than a digital camera; and 

Fig. 23 is a flowchart showing the processing performed by an output device selecting unit. 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[001 0] The preferred embodiments of the present invention will now be described while referring to the accompanying 
drawings. 

(First Embodiment) 

[00111 Fig 1 is a diagram showing the arrangement of the essential portion of an image correction apparatus ac- 
cording lo a first embodiment of the present invention. 

[0012] The image correction apparatus in Fig. 1 comprises: an image inputting unit 2. an image outputting unit 3. an 
image buffer 4. an input device profile holding unit 5, an output target film profile holding unit 6, an input/output device 
selecting unit 7. a lookup table preparing unit 8, a lookup table holding unit 9, an image correcting unit 10. an edge 
emphasis processing unit 1 2. and an image buffer 1 3 for copy. 

[0013] The image Inputting unit 2 reads data from an input image 1 , and writes the data in the image buffer 4. The 
image outputting una 3 wntes, as an output image, the data stored in the image buffer 4 wherein the image data are 
held. The input device profile holding unit 5 holds profiles for several types of input devices and for an input device 
that is currently being selected. The output target film profile holding unit 6 holds profiles for several types of films to 
be output and an output film that is currently being selected. The input/output device selecting unit 7 selects an input 
device and stores the selected input device type in the input device profile holding unit 5, and selects an output target 
film and stores the selected film type in the output target film profile holding unit 6. The lookup table preparing unit 8 
prepares a lookup table by employing the data stored in the input device profile holding unit 5 and in the output target 
film profile holding unit 5. and stores the lookup table in the lookup table holding unit 9. Based on the lookup table held 
in the lookup table holding unit 9, the image correcting unit 10 corrects image data stored in the image buffer 4. The 
edge emphasis processing unit 12 emphasizes the edge of a highlighted portion. The image buffer 13 used tor copy 
is used for the temporarily storage of a copy of the image data held in the image buffer 4 when the edge emphasis 
processing is performed. 

[0014] The operation ol the image correction apparatus can be implemented by supplying to a personal computer, 
for example, a program for performing, or for exercising control of the operations of the individual sections. In this case, 
the CPU of the personal computer performs, or exercises control of the individual section operations based on the 
contents of the supplied program. 

[0015] The first embodiment of the present invention will now be described in detail by employing a specific example. 
[0016] Fig. 2 is a flowchart showing the processing for the first embodiment. 

[001 7] At step Si 1 , an input image is read from the image inputting unit 2, and the image data are stored in the image 
buffer 4. 

[0018] At step S12, the lookup table preparing unit 8 prepares a lookup table. The detailed operation of the lookup 
table preparing unit 8 will be described later while referring to Fig. 5. 

[0019] At SI 3. the image correcting unit 10 corrects an image. The detailed operation of the image correcting unit 



10 



IS 



20 



2S 



30 



3B 



40 



45 



50 



SS 



EP 0 961 487 A2 

10 will be described later while loferring to Fig. 7. 

[0020] At step SU the edge emphasis processing unit 1 2 performs an operation to emphasize the edge of a hioh- 
Iighted portion. The detailed operation perlormed by the edge emphasis processing unit 12 will be described later while 
reiemng to Fig. ii . 

[002n At step SI 5 the contents of the image buffer 4are written to the output image buffer 11 by the image outputting 

[0022] Fig. 3 is a diagram showing the data structure of an input device profile held in the input device profile holding 

[0023] The input device profile has a two-dimensbnal data structure that consists of the patch numbers of individual 
gray scales, and the corresponding RGB values of Input devices. When the number of input device types is increased 
?!lV!l^ Pa^^l^ss of-corresponding gray scales need be measured and added to the table ' 

[0024] The type of device that is currently being selected is also held in the input device profile holding unit 5 This 
device type can be changed by the input/output device selecting unit 7. In the initial state, any one of the devices can 
be selected 

[0025] Fig. 4 is a diagram showing the data structure of an output target film profile that is held in the output tarqet 
film profile holding unit 6. . r » 

[0026] The output target film profile has a two^imensional data structure that consists of the number of patches of 
gray scales and the corresponding RGB values of output targei films. When the number of output target film types is 
increased, only the RGB values for the patches corresponding to the gray scales need be measured and added to the 

[0027] The type of film that is currently being selected is also held in the film profile holding unit 6. The film type can 
?^if ^ inpuVoutput device selecting unit 7. In the initial state, any one of the devices can be selected 
10028] The operation performed by the input/output device selecting unit 7 is Shown in Fig 10 
[0029] At step 841. the name of an input device is selected and is stored in the input device profile holding unit ^ 
When, for example, a profile conforming to the ICC standard is added to the input image data, the name of the input 
device IS automatically selected based on the header infomnation for the profile. When a profile is' not added to the 
input image data, the name of the input device is selected based on an instruction issued by a user that is entered at 
a user interface that is unique to the image correction apparatus of the present invention and that is displayed on the 
monitor of a personal computer. r / 

[0030] At step S42, the name of an output film is selected and is stored in the output target film profile holding unit 
e As the nanie of the output film, the name of an output device is selected based on an instruction issued by a user " 
r^Vf,®"i^ ^ ^^^^ ""'''"^ ^° correction apparatus of the present invention 

[0031] The name of an input device and the name of an output film can be selected at any time, except during the 
correction processing. A.-cH'<j"Miiy me 

[0032] The operation performed by the lookup table preparing unit 8 is shown in Fig. 5. which is a detailed diagram ■ 
of the operation performed at step S12 in Fig. 2. o « uiayiean 

[0033] At step S21. a one-dimensional lookup table for individual RGB color components is prepared based on the 
input device profile and the output target film profile that are selected by the input/output device selecting unit 7 In this 
ertibodiment. a lookup table shown in Fig. 6 is prepared with which input device profile data corresponding to the same 
patch are converted into data for the output target film profile. The individual points at which data are not stored in the 
proWe are linearly interpolated with each other, and conversion data are prepared. At both ends, points (255 255) and 
(0. 0) are linearly interpolated. Although linear interpobtion is employed for this embodiment, non-linear interpolation 
using a spline curve or a Bezier curve may be employed. 

[0034] At step S22, the obtained lookup table is stored in the lookup table holding unit 9 

[0035] Fig^ 7 is a flowchart showing the processing perfomied by the image correcting" unit 10. This is a detailed 
diagram of the operation performed at step 81 3 in Fig. 2. 

[0036] At step 831 , image data for one pixel are read from the image buffer 4 and are corrected by referring to the 
ookup table held in the lookup table holding unit 9, and are then used to overwrite data recorded in the image buffer 4 
[0037] As IS described above, for the image correction process perfomied in this embodiment, tone reproduction 
and color reproduction are corrected in accordance with the tone reproduction for the output target film 

^ lockup table is prepared for each, color component in order to increase the speeds at 
which the lookup table .s prepared and for preparing the lookup table and at which image data is corrected Furthermore 
data concerning gray scales are stored in a profile in order to quickly prepare the lookup table with which both tone 
reproduc ion and color reproduction can be preferably corrected. As a result, the gray level that is important for the 
J" '""^ reproduced by using the gray scales, and the color balance can be corrected 
[0039] Fig. 11 ,s a flowchart showing the processing performed by the edge emphasis processing unit 12 This is a 
detailed diagram of the operation performed at step Si 4 in Fig. 2. f n ^. >> 

[0040] When at step Si 3 ah image is corrected by using the lookup table prepared at step SI 2 in Fig. 2. the colors 
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that are reproduced for an output image can resemble those for the selected film. Generally, however, in a highlighted 

portion the operation performed at step SI 3 tends to sacrifice individual color component tones in order to obtain a 

preferable contrast for these color components in a half-tone portion. Therefore, the edge emphasis processing unit 

is employed to compensate for the lack of tones in the highlighted portion. 

[0041] First, at step S51 RGB luminance data for one pixel are read from the image buffer 4. 

[0042] At step S52, for each RGB pixel the obtained RGB luminance data are compared with a threshold value. 

When all the RGB luminance data are smaller than the threshold value, or are for pixels at the ends of an image, 

program control moves to step S54. In the other case, program control goes to step S53. 

[0043] At step S53, a 3 x 3 edge emphasis filter is used to filter color component data that are equal to or greater 
than the threshold value. Color component data that are smaller than the threshold value are not filtered. 
[0044] At step S54. the obtained RGB luminance data are written in the image buffer 1 3 for copy. When the edge 
emphasis processing is not performed, the RGB data fetched at step S51 are written unchanged in the image buffer 1 3. 
[0045] At step S55, a check is performed to determine whether all the pixels have been processed. When all the 
pixels have been processed, program control advances to step S56. When all the pixels have not been processed, . 
program control returns to step S51 . 

[0046] At Step S56 all the contents of the image buffer 1 3 for copy are copied to the image buffer 4. 

[0047] The threshold value used at step S52 may be the same for all the color components, or may differ for each 

color component. 

[0048] According to the first embodiment, an image obtained by a specific input device can resemble an image 
reproduced using a speciFic film. For example, a lookup table is prepared with which the tone characteristic for an input 
device in Fig. 8 is converted into a tone characteristic for a silver halide film shown in Fig. 9, so that an image obtained 
by a specific device can approximate an image reproduced by using a specific silver halide film. As a result, preferable . 
tone reproduction and desired color reproduction can be easily implemented. The desired color reproduction is a very 
effective means for enhancing the quality of an image recorded by an input device, such as a digital camera. 
[0049] Since a plurality of output target film profiles are stored, the characteristics of various films can be coped with. 
Thus, the tone reproduction and color reproduction desired by a user can be provided. 

[0050] There are many input device types and also many color shifting methods for obtaining preferable color .repro;. 
duction. In this embodiment, therefore, an input device profile and an output target film profile are separately stored \h 
order to cope with various combinations of an input device and an output target film. Further, when the number of inpu) 
device types and the number of output target files are increased, only the profiles of corresponding devices or films 
need be added. 

[0051] Since an image obtained by an input device is so corrected that tones and colors of the image are similar to 
those produced by using a silver halide film, and since edge emphasis processing is performed to obtain preferable 
tones in a highlighted portion, an image having a high quality can be output. . '. ^ 

(Second Embodiment) ^ . 

[0052] For image correction in a second embodiment in addition to the processing explained for the first embodimeiit; 
a lookup table is prepared based on a histogram for an input image. 

[0053] The second embodiment will now be described while referring to the accompanying drawings. No detailed 
explanation will be given for arrangements and processing that correspond to those in the first embodiment. 
[0054] Fig. 12 is a diagram illustrating the arrangement of the essential portion of an image correction apparatus 
according to the second embodiment of the present invention. 

[0055] The image correction apparatus in Fig. 12 comprises: an image inputting unit 2, an image outputting unit 3. 
an image buffer 4, an input device profile holding unit 5, an output target film profile holding unit 6, an input/output 
device selecting unit 7, a lookup table preparing unit 6, a lookup table holding unit 9, an image correction unit 10, an 
edge emphasis processing unit 1 2. an image buffer 1 3 for copy, a histogram preparing unit 1 4, and a histogram holding 
unit 15. 

[0056] The image inputting unit 2 fetches data from an input image 1 and writes them in the image buffer 4, and the 
image outputting unit 3 writes to an output image 11 data written in the image buffer 4, which is used to store image 
data. The input device profile holding unit 5 holds profiles for several input device types and for an input device that is 
currently selected. The output target film profile holding unit 6 stores profiles for several output film types and for an 
output film that is currently selected. The input/output device selecting unit 7 selects an input device and stores its 
name in the input device profile holding unit 6, and also selects an output target film and stores its name in the output 
target film profile holding unit 6. Based on a histogram stored in the histogram holding unit 1 5, the lookup table preparing 
unit S calculates parameters required for correction, and prepares a lookup table and stores it in the lookup table 
holding unit 9. Also, based on data stored in the input device profile holding unit 5 and the output target film profile 
holding unit 6, the lookup table preparing unit 8 prepares a lookup table and stores it in the lookup table holding unit 
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9, which is used to store tookup tables. The image correctina unit 10 svnthesj.^s '-e two tvo-s of tables ^tor^ri in th. 
lookup table holding unit 9 and corrects an image stored in Ihe imaoe buffer 4 Th^'i^il'rJ r 

hSSram ^.t?' . f?'' '""'^ ' ^^^^^^ histogram in the histoSrlmToSng un^ 5 ^^^^ 

h.stogranr> holding unrt 15 is used to store the histogram for all the image data 

[0057] The image correction apparatus can be implemented by supplyino to a oersonal comnntPr fr^r ^vo^^i 
programfor performing, orforexercisln 

Sle."""' embodiment «lll now be described in detail by employing a specific 



<lmage processing in the second embodiment> 



^^ '^^ flowchart showing the processing for the second embodiment 
tSage bulfTr T ' " ' '"^'^ ^.^ and the image data are stored in 

[0061] At step S202, the histogram preparing unit 14 prepares a histogram based on the imaoe data storeri in th» 

<Histogram preparing process> 

S^J Sj'S T,l'T, "^"^ " " fia. ». is a detailed „o»=ha. 

L = (3*R+6*G + 1*B)/10 

[0070] Updating of the histogram is perlormed as follows. 

HistR[L] = HistRfL] + R 
HistG[L] = HistG[L] + G 
HistB[L] = HistB[L] + B 
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HistL[L] = HistL[Ll = l 

[0071] At step S214, a check is performed to determine whether all the pixels have been processed. When all the 
pixels have been processed, the processing is thereafter terminated. When not all the pixels have been processed, 
program control returns to step S211 . 

[0072] The histogram HistLthat is prepared is shown in Fig, 15. 
<Lookup table preparation process> 

[0073] The operation performed by the lookup table preparing unit 8 is shown in Fig. 1 6, which is a detailed flowchart 

for step S203 in Fig. 13. ^ • *u u- ♦ - 

[0074] At step S221 , the maximum luminance of an image is obtained from the histogram stored in the histogram 
holding unit 1 5. Thus, for the histogram in Fig. 15 the maximum luminance is 252. 

IS [0075] At step S222, the luminance LH'. obtained by subtracting from 255 a predetemnined value (1 0 in Fig. 1 5), is 
compared with the maximum luminance. That is, in this example, the values 255, 245, 235, ... are obtained by sub- 
traction, and each resultant value Is compared with the maximum luminance value. In Fig. 15, LH' = 245. When the 
maximum luminance value is greater than the luminance LH', an area including pixels at a predetermined ratio (in Fig. 
1 5. 1 % ot the total pixels) is obtained. The minimum luminance in that area is defined as a highlighted point LH (LH - 

20 234 in Fig. 1 5). The average luminance (RH, GH, BH) of RGB in an area wherein the luminance is equal to or higher 
than LH and equal to or lower than LH' is calculated by using the following equations. 

XJ{f ZJi' 

2s EH ^ HistRlm] / KX3tLlm\ - ^ 



30 



35 



40 



GH ^ Y^i^^^^^^ ^Y. ^^^^^^^^ 



rn-Ui 



US' 



[0076] At step S223, the minimum luminance level ot an image is obtained from the histogram HistL stored in the 
45 histogram holding unit 4. The minimum luminance is 5, according to the histogram in Fig. 15. 

[0077] At Step S22< a predetermined value (10 in Fig. 15) is added to the luminance level, beginning with 0, and 
the resultant value LS' is compared with the minimum luminance level obtained at step S223. When the minimum 
luminance is smaller than Ihe luminance LS' (10 in Fig. 15). an area including pixels at a predetermined ratio (in Fig. 
15, 1% ot the total pixels) is acquired. The maximum luminance in that area is defined as a shadow point LS (LS - 22 
50 in Fig. 1 5). The average luminance (RS, GS, BS) of RGB in an area wherein the luminance is equal to or higher than 
LS' and equal to or lower than LS is calculated by using the following equations. 

LS LS 
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IS IS 

BS = HzstBlm] I HistLlm] 

BILLS' ft.x5' 

^tained RH, GH BH. RS, GS and BS. The thus prepared lookup tables, for which a detailed explanation will be aiven 
later, are shown rn Rg. 17A. These tables are stored in the lookup table holding unit 9 ^P'^"^"°" 9>ven 
[0079] At step S226. based on the profiles selected lor the input device and the output target film bv the inout/outout 

RGTcot'croo^nir °"r'™"^'°-' '-^"P ^UTRDD. LUTGDD and LUTBDD a'r e iTp^d f^ ndr^S 

RGB CO or components .n the same manner as in the first enr.bodiment. The thus prepared kx>kup tables for which^r^ 
explanation will be given later, are shown in Fig. 1 7B. 

K ^1^'^" ""^ ^^'^'"^"^ '°°''"P '^'^'^^ 'he lookup table holding unit 9 

0081] The lookup tables LUTR. LUTG and LUTB. shown in Fig. 1 7A, are used to correct the color contrast and for 

G an?;T °* ^^""^ descending ordo G B ar^^^^ 

Lrect^ ;^r2r.!mrtr r ? ^^^"^"r"" °' '°9)-* --*-9- that appea;s rsh ca^b: 

correciea. at tne same time, the color contrast can be corrected - 

[0082] The lookup table in Fig. 17B is the table with which data from, the input.device profile correspondinq to the 
san^e patch, are converted into data-for the output target film profile. The points for which no daS aJe^o ed n Te 
' ?? IT'' conversion-data are prepared. At both ends,- points (255, 2L)Z7Cf\ZaZ 

<image correction process> 

35 

Sp S204 in Rgia ''''' '° « detailed flowchart 

f°°r^ , M '^'"^^ P'®P^'^ synthesizing the two types of lookup tables stored in the 

lookup table holding unit 9 using the following equations. "oo^up laoies stored in the 

40 

LUTTmpR[i] = LUTRDD[LUTR[i]] 

45 LUTTmpG[i] = LUTGDD[LUTG[i]] 

LUTTmpBri] = LUTBDD[LUTB[i]] 
so ;^"j|;j-equations.iisavalue,hatisequaltoorgreaterthanO,andisequal.oorsma«^ 

r^BJ^sTor^crfsfmSra^^^"^^^^^^^ 

ss tTetVuTRZ'STGTmo 2d f uVVf ' H r T''' ' ^""'^^^^ ^ ^^^^-d lookup 
L JTRTmp, LUTGTmp and LUTBTmp. and the resultant image data are used to oven«rite the original location 

R = LUTTmpR[R] 
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G = LUTTmpGlG] 



B = LUTTmpB[B] 

5 

[0087] At step S234, a check is performed to determine whether image data for all the pixels have been corrected. 
When the correction process has been completed for all the pixels, the processing is thereafter terminated. When the 
correction process has not been completed for all the pixels, program control returns to step S232. 
10 [0088] As is described above, in the image processing for this embodiment, optimal correction provided for white 
balance and for color contrast is performed for each image, and tone reproduction and color reproduction are corrected 
in accordance with the tone reproduction characteristics of the output target film. 

[0089] In this embodiment, a lookup table is prepared for each color component in order to increase the speeds for 
the preparation of a lookup table and for image correction. In addition, data concerning a gray scale is stored in a 
IS profile, so that a lookup table can be quickly prepared with which both tone reproduction and color reproduction can 
be preferably corrected. By employing the gray scale, the gray level that is Important for tone reproduction can be 
preferably reproduced, and color balance can be corrected. 

[0090] In this embodiment, digital valuesof 0 to 255 are employed to describe luminance data; however, the maximum 
data value is not limited to 255, and instead of the luminance value, printing dot density may be employed. 
20 [0091] Further, at step S212 the luminance value is calculated by weighting the luminance value at a ratio of R:G:B 
= 3:6:1 ; however, other weighting may be employed for the calculation, or the average of a maximum RGB value and 
a minimum RGB value may be employed. 



(Third Embodiment) 

25 ^. . . 

[0092] In a third embodiment, an image correction process is changed in accordance with whether an input device- 

is a digital camera. ' v^.. 

[0093] Since correction for color assimilation and contrast based on the histogram explained in the second embod- 
iment is a process employing the distribution of colors for an input image, regardless of the input device, preferable 

30 results can be obtained. However, since the digital development correction as explained in the first arid the seqond 
embodiments is a process for adjusting the tone characteristics of an output image to conform to the tone characteristics 
of an arbitrary film, the quality of an output image may be deteriorated if the input image has the tone characteristics 
of the relevant film. In other words, digital development may not be good for a silver halide image that is read by a 
scanner, or an image that is read by a film scanner. 

35 [0094] Therefore, in this embodiment, when an input device is a digital camera, the same process as in the seconp 
embodiment is performed, and when the input device is not a digital camera, only the correction of color assimilation 
and contrast is performed; digital development correction is not performed. . 
[0095] No detailed explanation will be given for arrangements and processing that correspond to those in the first 
and the second embodiments. 

40 [0096] Fig. 19 is a diagram showing the arrangement of the essential portion oi an image correction apparatus ac- 
cording to the third embodiment. 

[0097] The image correction apparatus in Fig. 19 comprises: an image inputting unit 2. an image outputting unit 3, 
an image buffer 4. an input device profile holding unit 5, an output target film profile holding unit 6, an output device 
selecting unit 7, a lookup table preparing unit 8. a lookup table holding unit 9, an image correcting unit 10, an edge 
45 emphasis processing unit 12, an image buffer 13 for copy, a histogram preparing unit 14, a histogram holding unit 1 5. 
and an image judging unit VS. 

[0098] The image inputting unit 2 fetches data from ah input image 1 . and writes them in the image buffer 4. The 
image outputting unit 3 writes data stored in the image buffer 4 to an output image 11 .The image buffer 4 is used to 
store image data. The input device profile holding unit 5 holds profiles for several input device types and for an input 

50 device that is currently selected. The output target film profile holding unit 6 stores profiles for several output film types 
and for an output film that is currently selected. The output device selecting unit 7 also selects an output target film 
and stores its name in the output target film profile holding unit 6. Based on a histogram stored in the histogram holding 
unit 15, the lookup table preparing unit 8 calculates parameters required for correction, and prepares a lookup table 
and stores It in the lookup table holding unit 9. Also, when an input device is a digital camera, based on data stored in 

55 the input device profile holding unit 5 and the output target film profile holding unit 6. the lookup table preparing unit 8 
prepares a lookup table and stores it in the lookup table holding unit 9. which is used for the storage of lookup tables. 
The image correcting unit 10 corrects an image stored in the image buffer 4 based on the lookup table stored in the 
lookup table holding unit 9. The edge emphasis processing unit 12 emphasizes the edges of a highlighted portion. The 
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image buffer 13 for copy is used to temporarily hold a copy of the contents of the image buffer 4 when edge emphasis 

iZlZS^rlTr:'- ""^ T"''"" ''"P^"^ ' "^'^'^Q^^- '^-^^ - --9- data stored in th^ 

3h. hil^^ histogram .n the histogram holding unit 15. The histogram holding unrt 15 is used to 

fo? Z ^ r i-^P'emented by supplying to a personal computer, for example a 

program for performing, or for exercsing control of the operations of the individual sections in Fig. 1 9. In this case the 

« rnln?! ^''^ ^T.^''^'^"' ''^ ^^^^^^^ 

« 0101] Fig, 20 IS a flowchart showing the processing perfomied for the third embodiment 

LmnL ^Ifn^.^t^^;^-^!.!"'^^' ^"''^'"^ ^yP«- Specifically, the image judging unit 16 

Lnd rhP 1.1? T " '"^'9' ^^P^^^^"' RGB values of individual pixels 

dil^^J ^ ' n '"^ ''^"""'^ '° '° ^''"^"^'"^ 'yP^ °' '"P"^ d^^"^«' *hich may be. for example a 

20 fh^J 1? ! T'^' ? r T"' °^ ' ^ *"P"' ^^^''^^ P^°«'« automatically selected in accordance with 

^0 the inpul device ID stored in the image header. 

si^Wh'^^J.tnf.H^^^' " " r '"P"» is a digital camera, program control moves to step 

K,^ 'u^'^"" "'^^^""9 P^^P^^^" ^ ^'«'°9^ "^^ed on the image data stored in the 

image buffer 4 and stores it in the histogram holding unit 15. 

?5 [0108] At step S304, the lookup table preparing unit 8 prepares a lookup table. 
[0109] At step S305, the image correcting unit 10 corrects an image 

fmI?J ^i ^'^^ '"^ ^"^^ processing unit 12 emphasizes the edges of a highlighted portion 

[01 1] The processes al steps S303 to S306 are the same as those at steps S202 to slos in Fig 13 that were 

explained in the second embodiment. • ■-■y. u mat were . 

Zn^ a! sleo Ifi " ' '""9^ °"^P""'"9 2 to an output image 11 . 

!1 K « ! ? ■ P^«P^""9 '^"'t 14 prepares a histogram based on the image data stored in the 

[01 1 4] At step S309, the lookup table prepanng unit 8 prepares a lookup table 
?5 "^^ operation of the lookup table preparing unrt 8 when the input device is a digital camera is shown in Fig • 

fn^hrs^nrmrdir'^'^""^^^^ 

BXsZ ssif ^ '"^ '""^^^ '° "^^9'- This process is the same as the one performed 
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iProcess for changing a selected profile> 



[01 17] The operation of the output device selecting unit 7 is shown in Fig 23 

6°Vhi nlTn^ ■/'!h^"'' °* ^" ""^''^^ ^"^ "'^^^d in the output target film profile holding unit 

45 !ntl i r ° """"^ " '"""'"^ "^"^ °' ^ °"*P"* fi'"' accordance With an instruction tSat is 

S The XtLn onhf'f 'f^r " '° ''^ -age correction apparatus of the present invemoa 

0 20 [n thf^ lr^f H f ^ "^"^^ ^"^ ^'^'^^P* ^"^"9 the correction process. 

[0120] in this embodiment, the input device is automatically selected in accordance with the ID of the inpirt device 
that IS stored in the image header of the image data. However, a user may manually select the input device 

50 (Other Embodiments) 

o^iriri" ^"^^K- '^^JT^ °' ^'^^^"^ ^'^ '"*^'"ds embodiment wherein software program 

codeforaccomp^.shinglhefunctionsoftheembodimentsisloadedintoacomputer(aCPUoranMPU)inanapS^ 

ss conou,rLTh' " """'f '° "'^^ '° - '^^^ devices ari Operated the 

55 computer in the system, or in the apparatus, in accordance With the Stored program 

thl^r^l^nc ^^^f'.*"^^, P^^S^^'" ^°d« implements the innovative functions provided by the present invention and 
the means for supplying the program code to the computer, e.g.. the memory medium on which the program cede is 
Stored, accompiishes the present invention. ^y«aifi cuue is 
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[0123] A memory medium on which the program code is recorded is, lor example, a floppy disk, a hard disk, an 
optical disk, a magneto optical disk, a CD-ROM, a magnetic tape, a nonvolatile memory card, or a ROM. 
[01 24] Another embodiment ot the present invention consists of an application wherein, to accomplish the functions 
of the above embodiments, not only does a computer execute program code that is supplied, but in addition, the. 
5 program code interacts either with an OS (Operating System) that is running on the computer or with another software 
program. 

[01 25] Funhermore. lo accomplish the functions included in the above embodiment, the present invention also pro- 
vides ior program code lo be stored in memory mounted on a function expansion board in a computer, or in memory 
mounted in a (unction expansion unit connected to the computer, and lor, in consonance with instructions included in 

10 the program code, a CPU mounted on the function extension board or mounted in the function extension unit to perform 
a part or all of the processing , . 

[0126] Although the present invention has been described in its preferred form with a certain degree of particularity, 
many apparently widely different embodiments can be devised without departing from the spirit and the scope of the 
invention. It is therefore to be understood that the invention is not limited to specific embodiments described herein, 

IS except as defined in the appended claims. 



Claims 

20 1 . An image processing mciftod cDmorising the steps of: 

holding a profile lor dn mpu device and a profile for an output target film; 

preparing a table to Mpp'oximaic h cDiOf reproducibility of output target film as to a color reproducibility of the 
input image diiia on ihc b,i3is oi ihc prof.le for the input device and the profile for the output target film; and 
25 correcting a coloi of mc nput nvigc data by using the prepared table. 

• ■ • 

2. An image processing rrwinod iccofdmg lo claim 1 , wherein data corresponding to a gray chart is described in the 
profile for the input dovcc arxJ rho profile lor the output target film. . 



30 3. An image processing mcttx>d «ccording lo claim 1 , further comprising the step of: 

selecting the profile lo« the input device on the basis of information added to an input image: { 

4. An image processing method according to claim 1 , wherein the table is prepared for each of color components of 
the input image data 



35 



5. An image processing method comprising the steps of: 



correcting a color of mpu! image data by using a table prepared on the basis of a color reproducibility for the 
input image data anc a color reproducibility for an output target film; and 
40 emphasizing an edge m a highlighted portion of the color-corrected image data 

6. An irnage processing mc:hod according to claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

performing a white balance correction using a look up table prepared on the basis of a highlighted point and 
45 a shadow point of the mput image data and 

performing the color correction lor the image data obtained by the white balance correction. ^ 

7. An image processing meihod according lo claim 1 . further comprising the steps of: 

50 judging a type of an input device type according to an input image; and 

determining, in accordance with a result obtained in said judging step, whether the color correction is to be 
performed. 

8. An image processing method according to claim 7, wherein the type of the input device is described as an ID, 
55 within header information lor the input image. 

9. An image processing method according to claim 7. wherein the type of the input device is name of a digital camera, 
a film scanner or a flat bed scanner. 
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s oroirfl^^r^n 'Th ""'''"^ '° "^'"^ '"P^t device type is a digital camera the 

profile for the ,nput device ,s automatically selected in accordance v«th the r)ame of the device 

12. An image processing apparatus comprising; 

holding means for holding a profile for an input device and a profile for an output target film- 

preparafon means for preparing a table to approximate a color reproducibility of an ou p^tarqet film as to a 

color correction means for correcting the color of the input image data by using the prepared table. 

13. A recording medium on which an image processing program is stored, said program comprising the steps of: 

reading out a profile for an input device and a profile for an output target film- 

preparation means for preparing a table to approximate a color reproducibilit;. of an output target film as to a 
Zo^CX '"^'^ " ''''' '"P"' an^rprreSrTh: 

correcting the color of the input image data by using the prepared table. 
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